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Canadian Heritage Breeds Welcomes you to Spring! 
 

We hope that you are having a fantastic spring so far, and that all of your 
calving, hatching, farrowing, kindling, and lambing has been successful!  

This issue features some fantastic informative pieces, as always, and in 
addition we have emphasized our outstanding upcoming events. These 
include shows, educational sessions, and social activities for members that 
ÙÏÕ ×ÏÎȭÔ ×ÁÎÔ ÔÏ ÍÉÓÓȦ  

Also highlighted in this issue is an update on the CHB Youth Mentorship 
0ÒÏÇÒÁÍȟ ÁÎÄ ÙÏÕȭÌÌ ÇÅÔ ÔÈÅ ÃÈÁÎÃÅ ÔÏ ȰÍÅÅÔȱ ÏÕÒ knowledgeable volunteer 
Youth Mentors. CHB is dedicated to ensuring the future of our beloved 
Heritage Breeds, and a key strategy to achieve this mission is through 
investing in our youth. 

This month we feature some great information about two heritage chicken 
breeds, the Cochin and the Russian Orloff. Also in this issue is a special 
feature from our very own Crystal McKinnon written on the topic  
Ȱ-Ù 0ÏÕÌÔÒÙ *ÏÕÒÎÅÙȢȱ We just know ÙÏÕȭÌÌ ÅÎÊÏÙ ÔÈÉÓ ÉÓÓÕÅ ÁÓ there is 
something for everyone! 

2017 is shaping up to be a very busy year in the CHB world with many 
special events and shows coming up. Thank you to our members for your 
continued active involvement with our association. We look forward to 
ÓÅÅÉÎÇ ÏÌÄ ÆÒÉÅÎÄÓ ÁÎÄ ÍÅÅÔÉÎÇ ÎÅ× ÏÎÅÓ ÁÔ ÔÈÉÓ ÙÅÁÒȭÓ ÅØÃÉÔÉÎÇ event 
lineup. 

(ÁÐÐÙ 2ÅÁÄÉÎÇȦ 7Å ÈÏÐÅ ÙÏÕȭÌÌ ÆÉÎÄ ÔÈÉÓ ÉÓÓÕÅ ÉÎÆÏÒÍÁÔÉÖÅ ÁÎÄ ÕÓÅÆÕÌȢ 

Partridge Cochins | Cover page photo credit: Kathy Stevenson 
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We are about the preservation of 
genetic diversity, heritage breeds, 
networking, social gatherings, 
education, breed conservation, 
and fun. CHB offers a number of 
events and resources including 
poultry shows, seminars, breed 
displays, social gatherings & 
smaller events throughout the 
year.  

Our membership includes every 
level of enthusiast from the first 
time urban coop owner to 
farmers with decades of 
experience raising heritage breed 
animals. CHB also encourages 
youth involvement with a 
developing Juniors program. 
Although CHB is based in Central 
Alberta we aim to create a 
resource for not just Alberta, but  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

for all of Western Canada and 
beyond!  

CHB publishes an online quarterly 
newsletter announcing upcoming 
events, articles by and about our 
members, breed introductions 
and information, and more. 

   MOVING? WE WANT TO STAY IN 
TOUCH! 

If you have moved or changed your 
address, please let us know! 

 
Email: 

canadianheritagebreeds@gmail.com 
 

 

 

Become 
Involved  

 

CHB is always looking for 
members who want to become 
more involved! As we continue to 
grow, there are always 
opportunities open for YOU to 
become more involved with 
seminars, breed displays, sales, 
shows, get-togethers, 
newsletters, etc. If you are 
interested in volunteering for a 
specific event, are available for 
general assistance, have ideas for  

 

 

advertising, or interesting things 
we should have at the show, we 
would love to hear from you!  We 
always need volunteers to help at 
upcoming shows and events. 
Help with the fall show set up and 
tear down are the two biggest 
areas where we can use even just 
a couple of hours of help. 

 
 
  

What is CHB? 
 

Become a Member 

For only $10.00 per year, you will 
receive or have access to: 

¶ In-club Awards 

¶ Discounts on CHB Club 
Events 

¶ Early Registration for 
Seminars 

¶ Advertising Opportunities 

¶ Quarterly Newsletter 

Register online today! Canadian 
Heritage Breeds is a Registered Non-
Profit Society. 

 

 

 

¶  
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Upcoming Events 
2017 Important Dates 
 

CHB 2017 Events:  

¶ June 4th Poultry Educational day (Sunnybrook Farm ɀ Red Deer) 

¶ July 23rd CHB Westerner Days Poultry Show (Westerner Park, Red Deer) 

¶ July 29th CHB Vermilion Fair Poultry Show (Vermilion Agricultural Society) 

¶ September 9th #(" -ÅÍÂÅÒÓȭ ""1 ÁÎÄ 0icnic (tentative ɀ location and details TBA) 

¶ November 4 - 5th 2017  CHB Fall Poultry and Pigeon Show (Lacombe Agricultural Society) 

 

Other Upcoming 2017 Events: 

¶ June 9 - 10th Homestead Show & Market, Midnight Stadium, Fort MacLeod 

¶ June 29th ɀ July 1st All Canada Sheep Classic (Westerner Grounds - Red Deer) 

https://www.albertasheepbreeders.ca/2017-all-canada-classic.html 

¶ August 19 ɀ 20th 110th Priddis & Millarville Fair - includes sheep, goat and poultry shows (Millarville Race 
Track & Fair Grounds) http://www.millarvilleracetrack.com/millarville-events/fair/ 

 

If you have an upcoming event which might be of interest CHB members, email us the details and wÅȭÌÌ ÁÄÄ ÉÔ ÔÏ 
the Events Listing to be published in the next newsletter!  canadianheritagebreeds@gmail.com

 

 

Thank you to Peavey Mart for your ongoing support of 
Canadian Heritage Breeds!  

 

 

https://www.albertasheepbreeders.ca/2017-all-canada-classic.html
https://www.albertasheepbreeders.ca/2017-all-canada-classic.html
http://www.millarvilleracetrack.com/millarville-events/fair/
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June Poultry Assessment Day 
 

Please note: CHB June poultry workshop has been rescheduled 
 

The June poultry event had previously been announced for June 10thȟ ÂÕÔ ×ÅȭÖÅ ÕÎÆÏÒÔÕÎÁÔÅÌÙ ÒÕÎ ÉÎÔÏ ÓÏÍÅ 
scheduling conflicts and have had to change the date and location.  

The workshop will now be held at Sunny Brook 
Farm in Red Deer on Sunday, June 4th from 
11:00 am ɀ 3:00 pm. All CHB members are 
welcome!  Please gather at the log cabin at 11:00.  
The address is:  
4701 - 30 Street, Red Deer, AB, T4N 5H7 

The morning portion will be a meet & greet.  This 
gathering is also an opportunity for the CHB 
Youth Mentorship participants to meet the 
mentors and the other families taking part in the 
program!  

The afternoon will feature hands-on chicken assessment techniques. Flock-owners of all ages can gain skills and 
knowledge in evaluating chickens and find out what to look for when selecting for breeding purposes. A 
demonstration of Junior Showmanship will also be included.   

A pizza lunch will be provided for CHB members, but you must pre-register to let us know how many in your 
family will attend. To register, please send a note stating the names of adults and children in your family who will 
be attending.  Email: canadianheritagebreeds@gmail.com 

 

Did you know...  
 
You can advertise in the CHB Newsletters!  
 
Ad pricing:  
Full Page $40.00 (8.5 x 11)  
1/4 page or business card $20.00  
 
Contact us to submit your ad, or for more info:  
canadianheritagebreeds@gmail.com  

 

                                                                  Ȱ"ÁÔÈ 4ÉÍÅȱ #ÁÌÌ $ÕÃËÓ ȿ 0ÈÏÔÏ #ÒÅÄÉÔȡ 4ÙÌÅÒ Kanten 

mailto:canadianheritagebreeds@gmail.com
mailto:canadianheritagebreeds@gmail.com
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2017 Summer Shows 
 

CHB is excited to be hosting two summer shows in Alberta 
this year. The first is taking place in Red Deer, as part of 
Westerner Days, on July 23rdȢ !ÌÂÅÒÔÁȭÓ Ï×Î 2ÉÃo 
Sebastianelli will be judging this event. This show is a great 
opportunity for new exhibitors to try their hand at showing 
poultry. It is a very casual environment with plenty of time to 
chat with the Judge and fellow exhibitors. For more 
information watch the CHB website, or contact Callum 
McLeod at callum.kaarsoo.mcleod@gmail.com 

 

The second summer show is taking place in Vermilion, in 
partnership with the Vermilion Agricultural Society, on July 

29th. This year the founder of the Sustainable Poultry Network, Jim Adkins from North Carolina, will be judging. 
Jim will also be offering an educational workshop in conjunction with the show. This show is always lots of fun, 
and with the addition of a workshop promises to be a great educational experience for everyone! For more 
information contact Jenifer Jacula at jjacula@mcsnet.ca 

 

2017 Fall Show Update 
 

The planning of the 2017 Fall show is well underway. The 
date of the show has been moved one week forward to 
November 4-5th at the Lacombe Agricultural Society.  

Erik Nelsen of Tenants Harbour, Maine is confirmed as 
our poultry judge, and he is very excited as this will be his 
first time judging in Alberta.  

So far, our show has been designated as a specialty meet 
for Chanteclers, Cochinsȟ 3ÕÓÓÅØȟ "ÏÏÔÅÄȾ$ȭ5ÃÃÌÅ 
Bantams, and Marans. We welcome all members to 
organize specialty meets for any breed clubs that they 
may be a part of.  

If you are interested in being part of the planning 
committee it is not too late! If you would like to join the committee, or have any questions in general, contact 
Callum McLeod at callum.kaarsoo.mcleod@gmail.com. 

 

  

mailto:callum.kaarsoo.mcleod@gmail.com
mailto:callum.kaarsoo.mcleod@gmail.com
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CHB Youth Mentorship Program 
 

We are proud of this brand-new youth focused CHB initiative, and are pleased to introduce you to 
2017õs four outstanding Youth Mentors! 
 

Callum McLeod (top-left)  I have been actively 

raising and showing poultry for 6 years, but have 

been interested in poultry for my whole life. I am 

a member of both the APA and ABA, and am 

working towards my judging licenses for both 

organizations, hopefully within the next three 

years. While not from a farming family, I attended 

university in the UK and achieved a degree in 

agriculture. While at university I got to experience 

poultry shows in Europe, which was hugely 

educational and exciting. I am excited to share 

what I have learned with others, and to continue 

learning alongside them.   

  

#ÒÙÓÔÁÌ -Ã+ÉÎÎÏÎ ɉÔÏÐȤÒÉÇÈÔɊ ) ÈÁÖÅ ÂÅÅÎ 

×ÏÒËÉÎÇ ×ÉÔÈ ÃÈÉÌÄÒÅÎ ÆÏÒÅÖÅÒ ÁÎÄ ÌÏÖÅ ÉÔȦ )ȭÖÅ 

×ÏÒËÅÄ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ ÓÃÈÏÏÌ ÓÙÓÔÅÍ ÆÒÏÍ ÐÒÅÓÃÈÏÏÌ Ȥ 

ÈÉÇÈ ÓÃÈÏÏÌȟ ÁÎÄ ÉÎ Á ÓÐÅÃÉÁÌ ÎÅÅÄÓ ÐÒÏÇÒÁÍȢ 

0ÒÅÓÅÎÔÌÙ ) ÁÍ Á ÄÉÒÅÃÔÏÒ ÁÔ Á ÄÁÙÃÁÒÅȢ 7ÏÒËÉÎÇ 

×ÉÔÈ ÃÈÉÌÄÒÅÎ ÁÎÄ ÐÏÕÌÔÒÙ ÂÒÅÅÄÉÎÇ ÁÒÅ ÂÏÔÈ 

ÐÁÓÓÉÏÎÓ ÏÆ ÍÉÎÅȢ  ) ÌÏÖÅ ÔÏ ÓÈÁÒÅ ÅÖÅÒÙÔÈÉÎÇ ) 

ËÎÏ× ÁÎÄ ÁÍ ÌÏÏËÉÎÇ ÆÏÒ×ÁÒÄ ÔÏ ÔÈÉÓ ÐÒÏÇÒÁÍȢ 

 

  

+ÙÌÅ ,Á×ÒÅÎÃÅ ɉÂÏÔÔÏÍȤÌÅÆÔɊ ) ÁÍ ÐÌÅÁÓÅÄ ÔÏ ÂÅ ÏÎÅ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÙÏÕÔÈ ÍÅÎÔÏÒÓȢ 2ÁÉÓÉÎÇ ÐÏÕÌÔÒÙ ÈÁÓ ÂÅÅÎ ÁÎ ÉÎÔÅÒÅÓÔ ÏÆ ÍÉÎÅ 

ÓÉÎÃÅ ) ×ÁÓ Á ÙÏÕÔÈȢ 3ÔÁÒÔÉÎÇ ÉÎ ΨΦΧΦȟ ) ÂÅÇÁÎ ÐÁÒÔÉÃÉÐÁÔÉÎÇ ÉÎ ÐÏÕÌÔÒÙ ÃÌÉÎÉÃÓ ÁÎÄ ÓÈÏ×Ó ×ÈÅÒÅ ) ÌÅÁÒÎÅÄ ÆÒÏÍ ÔÈÅ 

ËÎÏ×ÌÅÄÇÅÁÂÌÅ ÊÕÄÇÅÓ ÁÎÄ ÓÕÃÃÅÓÓÆÕÌ ÐÏÕÌÔÒÙ ÂÒÅÅÄÅÒÓȢ )Î ΨΦΧΫ ) ÃÏÍÐÌÅÔÅÄ ÔÈÅ 3ÕÓÔÁÉÎÁÂÌÅ 0ÏÕÌÔÒÙ .ÅÔ×ÏÒËÓ ×ÅÅË ÌÏÎÇ 

3ÕÓÔÁÉÎÁÂÌÅ 0ÏÕÌÔÒÙ 3ÃÈÏÏÌ ÉÎ .ÏÒÔÈ #ÁÒÏÌÉÎÁȢ  ,ÏÏËÉÎÇ ÆÏÒ×ÁÒÄ ÔÏ ÓÈÁÒÉÎÇ ÍÙ ËÎÏ×ÌÅÄÇÅ ×ÉÔÈ ÏÔÈÅÒÓȦ 

 

  

+ÁÔÈÙ 3ÔÅÖÅÎÓÏÎ ɉÂÏÔÔÏÍȤÒÉÇÈÔɊ )ȭÖÅ ÅÎÊÏÙÅÄ ÒÁÉÓÉÎÇ ÃÈÉÃËÅÎÓ ÓÉÎÃÅ ÃÈÉÌÄÈÏÏÄȟ ÂÕÔ ÆÏÕÎÄ ÍÙ ÔÒÕÅ ÐÁÓÓÉÏÎ ÉÓ ÓÅÌÅÃÔÉÖÅ 

ÂÒÅÅÄÉÎÇ ÆÏÒ ÉÍÐÒÏÖÅÍÅÎÔȢ  ) ÁÍ ÁÎ ÁÃÔÉÖÅ ÍÅÍÂÅÒ ÏÆ ÓÅÖÅÒÁÌ ÐÏÕÌÔÒÙ ÁÎÄ ÂÒÅÅÄ ÃÌÕÂÓȟ ÁÎÄ ÁÍ ÈÁÐÐÙ ÔÏ ÓÅÅ #(" ÌÁÕÎÃÈ 

ÔÈÅ ÎÅ× -ÅÎÔÏÒÓÈÉÐ 0ÒÏÇÒÁÍȢ  ) ×ÁÓ ÓÏ ÆÏÒÔÕÎÁÔÅ ÔÏ ÈÁÖÅ Á ÐÏÕÌÔÒÙ ÍÅÎÔÏÒ ÈÅÌÐ ÍÅ ÇÅÔ ÓÔÁÒÔÅÄ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ ÈÏÂÂÙ ÁÎÄ ÈÏÐÅ ) ÃÁÎ 

ÐÁÙ ÉÔ ÆÏÒ×ÁÒÄ Á ÂÉÔ ÂÙ ÈÅÌÐÉÎÇ ÓÏÍÅÏÎÅ ÅÌÓÅȢ  
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The Sensational Story of the Cochin 
By: Kathy Stevenson 

 

The Cochin is an ancient breed originating in the far east, but further details about the early development of the 
breed have been lost in time. Although their distant past remains a mystery, their introduction to Europe and 
North America was perhaps the most significant and influential event in the history of poultry keeping.  

Events surrounding the arrival of Cochins in England became rather muddled at the time, partly because people 
like to embellish stories about things that are exciting and new. "ÕÔ ×ÈÁÔȭÓ ÍÏÒÅ ÓÕÒÐÒÉÓÉÎÇ ×ÁÓ ÔÈÅ ÃÏÎÆÕÓÉÏÎ ÔÈÁÔ 
resulted from people applying the nÁÍÅ Ȱ#ÏÃÈÉÎȱ ÔÏ ÔÈÅ ×ÒÏÎÇ ÂÉÒÄÓȦ 

It all began in 1843 when the first Asian fowl to be branded as Cochins were brought to England by British naval 
officer, Edward Belcher. After Great Britain had acquired Hong Kong, Belcher reportedly returned to England 
bearing five hens and two roosters as a gift for the newly married Queen Victoria. Captain Belcher had obtained 
the chickens somewhere along his voyage that included stops in China, Sumatra, and Vietnam. 

 

Figure 1 Royal Aviary 

These elegantly tall, striking birds were curiosities, unlike anything that had been seen before. The royal couple 
were enthralled! They built an extravagant aviary at Windsor Castle where they could spend their time having tea 
while taking delight in their flock. 

They began breeding tÈÅÉÒ Ȱ#ÏÃÈÉÎ #ÈÉÎÁÓ΅ ÁÎÄ ÓÅÎÄÉÎÇ ÈÁÔÃÈÉÎÇ ÅÇÇÓ ÁÒÏÕÎÄ ÔÏ ÏÔÈÅÒ %ÕÒÏÐÅÁÎ 2ÏÙÁÌÔÙ ×ÈÏ 
quickly became enthusiastic chicken breeders as well. 


